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May 2022 Footpath Report 
 
Over the last few months all footpaths have been walked by Huw Lovesey, myself and others. Problems 
raised have been listed and will be prioritised into those that should be done first and those that could be 
done as ongoing maintenance.  
 
Worth noting though is that some of the problems reported recently had already been reported in October 
2020.   
 
Additionally, as reported by Huw, today, many of the stiles in Upper Chute do not reach the recommended 
standards and because of that, restrict access to only those with a good level of fitness and agility.  
 
Where footpaths have restricted access because they are only accessible via stiles then it would be good to 
see these being replaced with gates.  
 
Initially I would propose putting in gates for footpaths that are closest to the centre of Upper Chute. The 
following have been identified as prime candidates for changing to gates. E.g. 
Three Stiles across Chut 18 from the Cross keys going North East in the direction of the Church. One stile 
leading onto CHUT8 across the field north of Chrystal Palace and linking CHUT7 up to CHUT9;  
CHUT9 going south over CHUT10 to where it crosses a fence into Ladies Lawn needs a gate. 
 

1. Invite landowners to meet with other interested parties to identify problems encountered by 
walkers and those encountered by landowners and find solutions. 

2. Obtain agreement from landowners for relacing proposed stiles with gates. 
3. Obtain funding for gates and purchase. 
4. Erect proposed gates. 
5. List missing way markers and signs. 
6. Produce list of stiles that need to be repaired. 
7. Set up a working party to help with permitted maintenance when and where needed  
8. Put in place missing signs. 
9. Remove obstacles that restrict or deny use of a footpath, or bridleway. 
10. Ensure that maintenance is carried out regularly on footpaths throughout the summer where the 

growth of brambles and nettles makes walking dangerous.  
 
Example cost of gates from Jackson Fencing. 
 
Plain wooden gate £136.62 inc VAT or (£75.54 inc VAT, Mole Country Stores ) 
Kissing Gate £298  exc VAT 
Mobility Kissing Gate £387 exc VAT 
 

Public rights of way: landowner responsibilities - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)Where a stile needs replacing, 
always consider with the highway authority whether to do this with a gate or preferably a gap, so that it will 
be less of an impediment to people with mobility problems. 

You must seek the local highway authority’s permission before installing any new structure on a public right 
of way. Unauthorised structures are obstructions and may be removed by the highway authority at the 
landowner’s expense. 
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