DEFIBRILLATOR (AED) RISK ASSESSMENT 
Location of AED:		
St Nicolas’ Church porch, Malthouse Lane, Upper Chute SP11 9EH

	Date: 26 March 2024
	Assessed by:
The Churchwarden
	Checked/Validated by:

	Location: 
St Nicolas Church Porch
	
	Review date:
Annually

	
	
	
	
	
	

	ACTIVITY
	HAZARD
	RISK OF HARM
	MEASURES TO CONTROL RISK
	RISK PROBABILITY X MAGNITUDE OF LIABILITY
	RISK RATING

	Access
	The AED is accessed via the church’s main gate. 
The area around the church gate is well lit by an adjacent street lamp, currently illuminated throughout the hours of darkness.

	To access the AED on foot, it is necessary to cross Malthouse Lane. While this is a generally quiet lane, there is some through traffic, and visibility is restricted by the sharp bend. 

	To be considered
This might include notices to warn traffic to slow, and for pedestrians to watch for traffic?

	Medium Risk
High liability

	High


	
	
	In wet weather there will be about 2cms of water running down the lane to a width of about a metre across. In cold weather this will freeze.

	In icy conditions salt should be put down on the road around the church gate.

	Medium risk
Medium Liability

	Medium


	
	
	The path to the porch is gravel, so unlikely to be icy, except after heavy snow.

	In heavy snow, Church PCC to clear the path
	Low risk
Medium Liability

	Medium



	
	
	The step is slippery when wet, and can become icy.

	In wet or icy conditions, sand or road salt should be applied by the church PCC

	Medium Risk
Medium Liability

	Medium




	Accessing AEDs
	Disabled access

	The AED is sited at a height that a wheelchair user can easily access 
There is a short ramp from the roadside to the church path. This is firm and grippy.
	None required

	Zero
	Zero

	
	
	The ramp will only be slippery when under snow.
	In heavy snow, Church PCC to clear the path

	Low Risk
Low Liability

	Low


	
	Illumination
Although the porch does have a light with a pull switch, this is not easily visible. The AED cabinet has an internal light.
A torch may be required when entering code into the keypad
	User unable to see to unlock the cabinet
	PCC to consider installing automatic lighting in the porch 

	Low Risk
Medium Liability

	Medium

	Availability of AED
	Available 24/7. 
The porch is not lockable.
The cabinet is locked, the code is posted on the cabinet door.
	No risk
	None
	Low Risk
Low Liability
	Low

	
	
	Access code is not currently available by calling 999
	Users who are passers-by rather than residents will not find the AED access code
	Add this device to The Circuit
	

	
	
	This AED location is not shown on The Circuit app or on the parish website
	Users who are passers-by rather than residents will not find the AED
	Add this device to The Circuit
	

	Availability of Electrodes (Pads) and batteries
	Adult pads and child pads for anyone aged under 8 are available
	Members of the public may experience difficulties if the electrodes (pads) fail

	Regular inspections take place by AED guardians who report if anything needs replacing 

Expired pad packs can be replaced within 48 hours, so no spares are necessary
	Low Risk
Medium Liability
	Low
Managed risk

	
Misuse/Vandalism/Theft
	Unforeseen circumstance
	Members of the public are aware of the locations of the AEDs and they are regularly inspected by guardians who will report damage
	AED cabinet is locked but not visible from the road.

The cabinet is robust
	Low Risk
Medium Liability
	Low
Managed risk

	Public use of AEDs
	Not knowing how to use the AEDs
	AEDs are automatic and provide loud audio instructions. Incorrect use can cause more harm than good.
	Training courses could be held at the Village Hall to give confidence and to provide wider first aid training.

The AEDs are fail-safe and will not shock a patient who does not need it
	Low Risk
	Low





Normal for all AEDs

	Maintenance/Service
	The AED has fallen into disrepair
	The emergency use is aborted as the AED doesn’t work
	Regular inspections are carried out by guardians and pad packs and batteries are replaced before they expire

If a status indicator is showing that the AED is inoperative, this will be reported by the guardian to the Parish Clerk immediately so the problem can be resolved
	Low Risk
	Low
Managed risk





